Prior to examining this application, kindly amend the application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS 






Please cancel claims 1, 13-28, 36, 38, 39, 42^47, 49,' and 51 without prejudice. 

Please amend claims 29-31, 33-35, 37, 40, 41, 48, 50, and 52 as follows:* 

(Amended) An isolated transgenic plant cell comprising a nucleic acid molecule stably 

integrated into the genome, wherein the nucleic acid molecule is: 

a nucleic acid molecule encoding a polypeptide having the enzymatic activity of 

an RNA-directed RNA polymerase (RdRP) or encoding an enzymatically active 

gment thereof, selected from the group consisting of: 
\ 

\ (1) a nucleic acid molecule coding for a polypeptide comprising the 
afcnino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2; 

(2) aS^ucleic acid molecule comprising the coding region of the 
nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1; 

(3) a nucleic acid molecule that specifically hybridizes to a 
complementary skand of the nucleic acid molecule as defined 

in (1) or (2) in 0.25 j\NaHP0 4 pH 7.2; 0.25 M NaCl, 7% SDS, 1 mM 
EDTA and 5-20% (w/v) polyethylene glycol (M r 6-7.5xl0 3 ) at 42° C for 
4-24 hours; 



* An "Appendix of Amendments" is enclosed herewith showing the amendments to the 
claims. In the Appendix, additions are underscored and deletions are bracketed. 



M) a nucleic acid molecule that has a sequence identity of at least 60% to 
theViucleic acid molecule of (1) or (2); and 
(5) \jiucleic acid molecule, the nucleotide sequence of which is 
degenerate as a result of the genetic code to a nucleotide sequence of the 
nucleic aVid molecule as defined in (3) or (4); 
wherein said nuclei^acid molecule is linked to regulatory elements allowing 
transcription and/or expression of said nucleic acid molecule in plant cells; 
and/or 

(b) a template nucleic acid nk>lecule coding for an RNA molecule that is capable of 
serving as a template for RNA-directed RNA synthesis, wherein said nucleic 
acid molecule is linked to regulatory elements allowing transcription of said 
nucleic acid molecule in plant cells. 

30. (Amended) A transgenic plant comprising tl^e plant cell of any one of claims 29 or 65- 
71. 

3 1 . (Amended) An isolated transgenic plant cell whicmcontains stably integrated into the 
genome a nucleic acid molecule selected from the group consisting of: 

(1) a nucleic acid molecule coding for a polypeptide comprising the 
amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2; 



(2ii a nucleic acid molecule comprising the coding region of the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1; 

(3) a nucleic acid molecule that specifically hybridizes to a complementary 
strand of^he nucleic acid molecule as defined in (1) or (2) in 0.25 M NaHP0 4 
pH 7.2; 0.2\m NaCl, 7% SDS, 1 mM EDTA and 5-20% (w/v) polyethylene 
glycol (M, 6-7\5xl 0 3 ) at 42° C for 4-24 hours; 

\ 

(4) a nucleic acid\molecule that has a sequence identity of at least 60% to the 
nucleic acid molecu'^e of (1) or (2); 

(5) a nucleic acid molecule, the nucleotide sequence of which is 

degenerate as a result of the genetic code to a nucleotide sequence of the nucleic 
acid molecule as defined in\v3) or (4); and 

\ 

(6) a nucleic acid molecule comprising at least 15 contiguous nucleotides of any 



of (1) - (5) or a complementary strand thereof; 
wherein said nucleic acid molecule is linked\o regulatory elements allowing 

transcription and/or expression of said^cleic acid molecule in plant cells; and 
wherein the presence, transcription and/or expression of the nucleic acid molecule leads 

to reduction of the synthesis of a polypeptide liaving RNA-directed RNA 
polymerase (RdRP) activity in the cell. \ 



33. (Amended) A transgenic plant comprising the plant cell according to claim 31 or 32. 

4 



34. (Amended) A cultured plant tissue comprising the plant cell according to any one of 
claims 29, 31 or 32. 



^ ^ 35/\ (Amended) Harvestable parts of a plant comprising the plant cell according to any one 



laims 29, 31 or 32. 



^ ^2^V 37. (Amended) Propagation material of a plant comprising the plant cell according to any 
one proclaims 29, 31 or 32. 




(Amended) A method for inhibiting RNA-directed RNA synthesis in a plant cell 
comprising introducing into said plant cell a nucleic acid molecule of at least 15 
nuclides that specificalhjAybridizes in 0.25 M NaHP0 4 pH 7.2; 0.25 M NaCl, 7% 
SDS, 1 m^EDTA jtfg 5 r 20% (w/v) polyethylene glycol (M r 6-7.5xl0 3 ) at 42° C for 4- 
24 hours to a huclejfc apfd molecule selected from the group consisting of: 



ammo a< 




(1) a nucleic acid molecule coding for a polypeptide comprising the 
lu^nc 



nee ofSEQ ID NO: 2; 



(2) a nucleic acid'toolecule comprising the coding region of the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQID^NO: 1; 




(A^a nucleic acid molecule that specifically hybridizes to a complementary 



strand of the nucleic acid molecule as defined in (1) or (2) in 0.25 M NaHP0 4 
pH 7.2;\0.25 M NaCl, 7% SDS, 1 mM EDTA and 5-20% (w/v) polyethylene 
glycol (M r N6-7.5xl0 3 ) at 42° C for 4-24 hours; 

(4) a nucleic\cid molecule tljat has a sequence identity of at least 60% to the 

\ 

nucleic acid molfecu 



(5) a nucleic acid irt< 




the nucleotide sequence of which is 



degenerate as a reqdlt of the genetic code to a nucleotide sequence of the nucleic 
acid molecule as de^nedii^(3) or (4); and 




(6) a nucleic acid moleculeMhat is a complementary strand of (l)-(5). 



41 . (Amended) The method of claim 40, 62 or 63, wherein said method ensures stable 
heterologous gene expression in transgenic plants. 



48. 



(Amended) The transgenic plant cell according to claim 29, wherein said nucleic acid 
molecule is heterologous to the transgenic plant cell. 



(Amended) A method for inhibiting expression of a gene in a plant cell, comprising 
stably integrating into the genome a nucleic acid molecule selected from group the 
group consisting of: 

(1) a nucleic acid molecule coding for a polypeptide comprising the 
amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2; 

(2) a nucleic acid molecule comprising the coding region of the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1; 

(3) a nucleic acid molecule that specifically hybridizes to a complementary 
strand of the nucleic acid molecule as defined in (1) or (2) in 0.25 M NaHP0 4 
pH 7.2; 0.25 M NaCl, 7% SDS, 1 mM EDTA and 5-20% (w/v) polyethylene 
glycol (M r 6-7.5x1 0 3 ) at 42° C for 4-24 hours; 

(4) a nucleic acid molecule that has a sequence identity of at least 60% to the 
nucleic acid molecule of (1) or (2); 

(5) a nucleic acid molecule, the nucleotide sequence of which is 

degenerate as a result of the genetic code to a nucleotide sequence of the nucleic 
acid molecule as defined in (3) or (4); and 

(6) a nucleic acid molecule coding for an RNA molecule that is capable of 
serving as a template for RNA-directed RNA synthesis wherein said nucleic acid 
molecule is linked to regulatory elements allowing transcription of said nucleic 
acid molecule in plant cells; 



wherein said nucleic acid molecule may be optionally linked to regulatory elements 
allowing transcription and/or expression of said nucleic acid molecule in plant cells. 



p 



52. (Amended) A method to inhibit RNA-directed RNA polymerase activity in a plant cell, 
comprising the step of producing a knock-out mutant in an RdRP gene, wherein said 
RdRP gene comprises a nucleic acid molecule selected from the group consisting of: 

(1) a nucleic acid molecule coding for a polypeptide comprising the 
amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2; 

(2) a nucleic acid molecule comprising the coding region of the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1; 

(3) a nucleic acid molecule that specifically hybridizes to a complementary 
strand of the nucleic acid molecule as defined 

in (1) or (2) in 0.25 M NaHP0 4 pH 7.2; 0.25 M NaCl, 7% SDS, 1 mM EDTA 
and 5-20% (w/v) polyethylene glycol (M r 6-7.5xl0 3 ) at 42° C. for 4-24 hours; 

(4) a nucleic acid molecule that has a sequence identity of at least 60% to the 
nucleic acid molecule of (1) or (2); and 

(5) a nucleic acid molecule, the nucleotide sequence of which is 

degenerate as a result of the genetic code to a nucleotide sequence of the nucleic 
acid molecule as defined in (3) or (4). 
— - - - 



(Added) The method according to claim 40, wherein said nucleic acid molecule is 
.contained in a vector and wherein said nucleic acid molecule is optionally linked to 
regulatory elements allowing transcription and/or expression of said nucleic acid 
molecule in plant cells. 

-Please acid new claim^62-71 as follows?? 

(New) The ntohod jiecjpfciing to claim 40 or 62, wherein the nucleic acid molecule is (1) 
a nucleic acid molecule cooing for a polypeptide comprising the amino acid sequence of 
SEQ ID NO: 2; or (Z^fa nucleic acid molecule comprising the coding region of the 
nucleotide sequence of ^EQ ID NO: 1. 

(Added) The transgenic plant cell according to claim 29, wherein the nucleic acid 
molecule has a sequence identity of at least 90% to (1) the nucleic acid molecule coding 
for a polypeptide comprising the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2; or (2) the 
nucleic acid molecule sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1. 

(Added) The transgenic plant cell according to claim 29, wherein the nucleic acid 
molecule is DNA. 

(Added) The transgenic plant cell according to claim 65, wherein the DNA is cDNA or 
genomic DNA. 

(Added) The transgenic plant cell according to claim 29, wherein the nucleic acid 
molecule is RNA. 



